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s Simon Cowell was
turned away from the
door by a 30-strong
phalanx of bouncers,
while his former girl-
friend and protégée,
the bejewelled Sinitta,
was waved through into a vast foyer filled
with dry ice, it became clear that this was no
ordinary house party. But then, the venue was
no ordinary house. It was 46A The Bishops
Avenue, otherwise known as Royal Mansion.

The party, two years ago, was to celebrate
the sale of what was the most expensive new-
build house in Britain when it changed hands
for a reported £50 million to a mysterious
businesswoman from Kazakhstan. There’s a
helipad, a gilded mosaic indoor pool, and what
isn’t gold is marble, including a Turkish bath
for 20 in the basement.

The host of this champagne-fuelled bac-
chanal was Trevor Abrahmsohn, 55, managing
director of Glentree Estates, a smooth-talking
networker renowned as the billionaires’ estate
agent, who brokered the sale. His guest of hon-
our was Mikhail Gorbachev (they both support
leukaemia charities and have lost family to the
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When foreign billionaires arrive in
London needing ahouse, they call Trevor
Abrahmsohn. Operatingin a hidden
world where nothing is written, nothing is
advertised and everythingisto play for,
he sells Hampstead to the highest bidders.
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disease). Speaking through an
interpreter, Gorbachev delivered
a moving speech but concluded:
‘Many Russians bring their
money to your country. Be careful, they might
buy everything!

This was January 2008, when financial
markets were showing signs of instability
and house prices started to tumble. Yet the
party-goers were still buying. Many super-rich
foreigners pay in cash and they use offshore
companies and anonymous agents to nail
property deals. Royal Mansion was a case in
point. Its new owner was ‘property mogul’
Hourieh Peramam who bought through a
company registered in the British Virgin
Islands. When she was 17, Peramam, now 77,
fled Kazakhstan on foot for Iran, where she
married a doctor and started her property
empire. Two years ago she threw open her new
home for the party accompanied by her son, an
Iranian investor named Hossein Ghandehari,
who owns several houses on the same street
as the 28,000sq ft Royal Mansion (formerly
Toprak Mansion but rather grandly renamed),
and his 6ft wife Yassmin.
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set have not been immune to the recession but
recently they have returned to buy up London’s
grandest properties at startling prices. ‘We've
presided over the sale of £150 million-worth of
trophy properties over the past six months,
Abrahmsohn says. ‘“The oligarchs are back
with a vengeance, because international
markets have stabilised and the pound-dollar
exchange rate is more favourable. The rate of
sales is unheard of, even back in 2007, and for
the first time we have a shortage of stock.
New clients come through a network of
lawyers, accountants and intermediaries. ‘I
am really in the information business, says
Abrahmsohn. ‘Before we buy and sell any
property I gather intelligence. We work like an
investment bank.” Agents like him operate in
what he calls ‘a nocturnal world’ where houses
are not publicly advertised. ‘Sellers and buyers
at the top end crave privacy and secrecy, he
says, ‘so these properties are off-market. We
operate on a covert basis, nothing is in writing
and there are no brochures. It is also known

5

04 for £57 million; Royal Mansion 0

n The Bishops Avenue

rush, from left: Lakshmi Mittal boud!

i nue
ion in 2008; another house on The Bishops Ave

biiff o
The Glentree gold!
was sold for £50 mill

standard.co.uk/lifestyle ES MAGAZINE 15

|



